Classroom Expectations:

1. Students will be on time and prepared with instrument, music, and a pencil for all rehearsals AND lessons.

2. Students will follow the Podium Law: states that when the director (substitute, student, Principal, etc.) is on the podium, all students are to be quietly listening to instructions. When the director is off the podium, the students may talk quietly. 

3. Lockers will be provided to store an instrument, but a lock will not be provided. If you are supplying your own lock, you must register your combination with Miss Becker. 

4. Each student is responsible for learning his/her music for each performance. Practice time will vary from student to student, but all students need to spend individual time working with their instrument. Please see the director if you need extra help.

5. No food, beverage, or GUM is allowed in the band area during class time.

*All expectations extend to all extra-curricular events!

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Grading Information:

Daily Participation (20pts/day= 100pts/week)

Points are earned by full participation in class.  Points will be deducted for: tardiness, disruptive behavior, not having materials, etc.  

Lessons (100 pts/lesson)

Lessons are an essential part of the band program. It is the only way to properly monitor individual progress and teach techniques that pertain to each instrument. Every instrument has unique characteristics that require specific instruction.


*Students receive a grade based on the following: 
	Materials (20)
	
	
	
	

	Articulation (10)
	
	
	
	

	Rhythm (10)
	
	
	
	

	Notes (10)
	
	
	
	

	Phrasing (10)
	
	
	
	

	Posture (10)
	
	
	
	

	Hand position (10) 
	
	
	
	

	Practice effort (20)
	
	
	
	

	Total (100)
	
	
	
	


Middle School Lessons:

1. Students will attend a lesson every week- YOU are responsible for your lessons, NOT your teachers.  

2. All lessons are required.
3. Students must have their agenda signed to leave for a band lesson- this will act as your pass.  

4. 50 practice minutes are required and part of your lesson grade.   
*Have your parent/guardian sign your weekly practice minutes and bring them to your lesson.  Remember- this will be graded!  
5. If a student misses a lesson:

*For an excused absence (i.e. illness, vacation, doctor’s appt., class exam/test, etc.)- they may make it up at another time (speak with Miss C first to see what times are available).  
*For an unexcused absence (i.e. they forgot to come)- they will get one “Freebie”. After the “freebie” has been used, the student may still make up the lesson, put for half credit (check with Miss C to see what times are available).     

Practice Minutes:

· 50 minutes practice time will be required between lessons. This should be broken down into daily practice sessions. While this may not always be possible due to other responsibilities, please strive for practicing at least 2-3 times per week. 

· Students must come with a parent/guardian signature to verify minutes practiced.

· Practice minutes are counted in the lesson grade. If they do not show practice minutes, students will not receive full credit for their lesson.

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Performance Policy:

1. Since band is a performance-based class, all concerts are required. They are used as an important evaluation tool for the class. Each concert is worth 100 points.  


2. Students will need to come on time to performing activities in the proper uniform with all needed equipment and music in working order. Failure to do so will result in a deduction in points for that event.
3. In the event of a funeral, family emergency, etc. that a student needs to miss a performance, the student must bring in a signed note from home to be excused and to receive credit for the missed performance.   
Concert Dates:

Fall Concert- Monday, 10/28

Winter Concert- Monday, 12/9

Pops Concert- Monday, 4/26

Spring Concert- Monday, 5/12 

**Memorial Day Parade- Monday, 5/26- 8th grade only**
**Graduation- Sunday, 6/1- 8th grade only**
*Optional Performances Dates:

Honors Band- Wednesday, 1/8

Solo and Ensemble- Saturday, 3/29 
Concert Uniform:

All middle school students are asked to wear the same uniform. Everything should be solid black including socks and shoes. No writing or designs should be visible!

Uniform Policies: 

Men: Solid Black socks and shoes 


Solid Black Pants (please no jeans)


Solid Black Shirt (preferable with a collar)

Women: may wear the above men’s uniform or:

Solid Black skirt (may sit at the knee, but not above please)- no bare legs please.  Tights or pantyhose must be worn.  


Solid Black Dress shirt (shoulders covered please) 

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Solo and Ensemble: 

The District Solo and Ensemble Festival is a supplementary music experience that exposes a student to another style of music and performance. Although it will not be a requirement, Miss Becker highly recommends attending the festival. Extra credit will be given based on participation. All students will learn a festival piece such as a solo, duet, or trio, but will not be required to perform it at the festival. Solo & Ensemble is an outstanding opportunity for an individual to grow musically and find new challenges on his/her instrument. Adjudicators listen to the performance and then offer valuable feedback to the students to help them become better musicians. 

Jazz Band:

The Palmyra-Eagle High School Jazz Ensemble is an enrichment activity and course. The jazz ensemble consists mostly of saxophones, trumpets, trombones, piano, bass, and percussion players, although other instruments will gladly be accepted. The jazz ensemble will meet Tuesday and Thursday mornings from 7:15am-7:50am for a half credit each semester. 

